50                         SHORT STORIES
for this reason to give all his people the chance
of seeing him dispensing justice and had ordered
that whoever wished to be present should be
admitted into the Royal Hall of Justice.
One particular day the people gathered in
larger numbers than ever, for the Shah was
delivering judgment in a dispute that had arisen
between Yusuf Khan and Johan Mathias. Yusuf
was a Muslim ; Mathias a Christian. Yet the two
had been partners in business for years together
till they fell out a little time previously. As is
usual between merchants, they had trusted each
other entirely, merely noting down what each
brought in or took out or spent on his own behalf
or on behalf of the other. Thus it had gone on
for a long time, but, suddenly, one day Yusuf had
raised some quarrel and it had become necessary
for the two to settle their affairs and separate.
When they saw the accounts, it appeared that
Yusuf had to make a payment to Mathias. Yusuf
did not accept this conclusion. It was a question
of some lakhs of silver and therefore important
enough to be taken to the Shah. The Shah heard
them and said: u You two are responsible people.
What is the need for my interference? Here's
our Cadi Fazl Beig. He will settle your dispute.
Cadi, will you kindly look through the accounts